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ALGLE 


SELL LEES EEESOS 
TO THE © | 
RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
THE 


LORDS and COMMONS 
now allembled in the High 


Court of PARLIAMENT. 


The humble Petition of dryers Inhabitants of 
the City of London, and the Liberties thereof. 


SHEWETH, 


Hat the preſent ſenſe of our miſeries, and appre- 
henſion of inevitable ruine both of the Church 
and Common-wealth, make us to become hum- 
ble ſuitors to this Honourable Aſſembly ( the 
likelieſt means under God for ourreliefe ) to con. 
ſider our diſtreſſed eſtates, and to provide aſpee- 
dy remedy for eur preſent and future evills, carneſtly deſiring 


| you to weigh the care and Iudgement of our Predeceſſors. who by 
a known Law, ſetled and preſerved our Proteſtant Religion, our 
1 Liberries, and Properties, with a right underſtanding between 
| King and Subjects, which produced peace and plenty in our 


Streets. 
A 2 And 


(2) 
And to reflect with ſerĩous thoughts upon our preſent diſtem- 
rs, violating Religion by Papiſts and Sectaries, engaging our 
ation into a Civill, Bloody, and Diſtructive Warre, invading 

our Lawes and Liberties, endangering all our Lives, and utterly 

diſinabling us torelieve our diſtreſſed brethren in Ireland: We be- 
ſeech you like wiſe to conſider the effects of continued Warre, 
as the deſtruction of Chriſttans, the unnaturall effuſion of blood 

Fathers againſt Sonnes; Brothers by Brothers, Friends by Friends 

ſlaine; then famine and ſickneſſe, the followers of civill Warte, 

making way for a general contuſion, and invaſion by a forraigne 
Nation, while our Treaſure is exhauſted, our Trade loſt, and the 

Kingdome diſpeopled. Theſe things weighed and enlarged by 

your wiſdomes, we doubt not will be ſtrong motives in us to deſire 

a ſpeedy Peace, and a happy Accommodation. 


Wherefore we humblycrave, that (not lending an eare to any 

fomenters of theſe preſent Warres, under what pretence 
ſoever, nor remembring ought that may increaſe Iealouſics, 
ot continue diviſions between his Majcſty and his Houſes of 
Parliament) you will ſpeedily tender His Majeſty (according 
to His Royal! intimations) ſuch (Propoſitions for Accom- 
modation, as He may with Honaur and Safety to the whole 
Kingdome accept. For effecting whereof, we ſhall be ready 
to aſſiſt you with the belt and utmoſt of our. abilities, and 
whileſt you endeavour Peace, we ſhall ſend up our Prayers 
to Heaven fob the bleſſing of peace upon you, and all thoſe 
that defire it. | 
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22 BELLE 
CEA TALL LMS, 


An Anſwer to the London 


Pz:T1ITI ON, 


Tot Gentlemen and Citizens, - 


Och you and your requeſt are welcome to Vs, and 
cannot faile of a kind reception here, where your 
former merits, and your preſent good intentions 
are ſo well knowne. It is naturall in the Patient to 
' ſecke cure of his diſeaſe, and to move the Phiſitian 
to uſe his belt skill, and it is commendable in you 
under your ſufferings to apply your ſelves to Vs for caſe; and we 
hope it is not meere imparience urges you to ſeeke things impoſ- 
fble, or unjuſt : your prayers for Peace are Honourable, ſo was 
Jacob wife for children, yet when ſhe eryed, give me children or 
1 dye, ſhe was to blame: for ſhe ſought that of /acob, which 24. 
— had no power to give, and ſhe ſought the ſame with fach vio- 
lence, as Facob ought not to have heard. But e will only con- 
ceive, that without all impatience, you ſeeke ofus peace, ſofarre 
as we can procure it, and not abſolutely, for it depends not ſo much 
upon us, as the King, and it is not in us to draw the K ing to a Peace, 
except His Majeſty be as inelinable toĩt, as we are. And we will 
conceive alſo that = ſeeke not Peace nakedly ; except it come 
along with Truth, Righteouſneſſe, and Honcur, and of ſuch a Peace 
we are as zealous as you can wiſh us to be; and for other Peace, if 
we ſhould wholly ſubmit to the Kings party, without all conditi- 
ons for future ſecurity, ſuch a ſubmiſſion to that Party would be 
no redreſſe bat an increaſe of your preſent ſufferings. We are in- 
truſted in this by the whole Kingdome , and that truſt we muſt not 
breake upon the ſolicitation of any part of the Kingdome: you 
are a conſiderable part of London, but youare not whole London, 
and London is a conſiderable part of this Kingdome , bur it is not 
the whole Kingdome, and we, according to our truſt, uſt looke 
a: * -upon 
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upon the whole Kingdome: but it may be, that you ſee more than 
— Kingdome, and may ont of that ſight offer ſome thing to 
us for the caſe and relie fe of the whole Kingdome; in this we 
will not gaine-ſay you, it is poſſible that ſome cleere way & forme 
of a juſt, ſaſe, and honourable Accommodation may be opened, and 
diſoovered to you, which hath not yet been found out by us; if 
this beſo, we deſire you cordially, and ina friendly manner to 
communicate your apprehenſions, and underſtandings of this af- 
faire tous, and by our ſudden and full embracement thereof, you 
ſhall ſoon find how deere, and precious the face, the very name or 
ſound of Peace is tous: in the meane time we deſire you to reſt 
aſſured, that if there be any defect in us, it mult — point 
of underſtanding, it cannot be in point of affetion. No men livin 
can be in affection more devoted to ſafe Peace then we are. And 
farther , we deſite you not to cenſure us of any defect at all, no, 
not ſo much as in underſtanding, except you can reveal to us ſome 
better way, then we have hitherto aſſayed. No Accommodation can 
be, hut we mult leave ſomething to the X ing upon truſt, and if the 
Accommodation be even, the King will not deny ſome truſt to us; 
but in this, helpe to adviſe us bow farre we ſhall truſt the King, and 
ho tart we ſhhall cruſt the Kings party; were the King utterly 
disingaged from all parties, perhaps we would wholly truſt the 
King, and deſire no truſt at all to be left in us from His Majelly : 
but we ſee in the Kings party, ſome that have a ſtrange power in 
His affection, yea a greater power farre than we have, and yet 
— are know ne to be deeply inraged papiſts, violently ingaged 
Delinquents, and if you would wholly put your ſelves and the 
Kingdome into the truſt of ſuch a party, we are bound to withſtand 
it, as much as we can. The King proteſts to hate Popery, and diſa- 
vowes all thoughts of Arbitrary Rule, yet we know all, how farre 
He is addicted to Pipiſts, and malignant haters of Parliaments: and 
fince we cannot ſubmit to the King, but we muſt ſubmit to His 
Party , who He preferres before us, what advantage is it to us, 
whether He be in heart the ſelfe fame, as His party is, or not? The 
truth is, we and the Kings party are ſo diametrically oppoſite in 
Religion and State both, that he cannot protect both, if they are 
His ends, we are his enemies; it we are his friends, they are 
queſtionleſſe his enemies; if he ſhield them from our jaſtice , he 
| | muſt 
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muſt expoſe us to their injuſtice; either they muſt judge us, or we 
them, no middle way can be fafe,nor deſerve the name of Accom- 
Fears we have abeady mag togeder and chey have ll 
cares We have , e al the 
— found more favour from — — then — —_— we 
are more im y exaſperamed by , one againſt the other, 
and they willnot lay downe Armes deforeus ; nor ought we be. 
fore them; and if both lay downe Armes together, yer lietle ſafety 
wil be tous; for our rckginnend poeſſn will binde as truly to 
but theirs will bind them toberray us:and ſince they are 
greater in the Kings favour, and are looſe from Oathy, when we 
are diſcountenancecꝭ and our hands are tyed from defence, what 
ey of Treaty is there? We will-ſpeake now to you, as we 
would tothe _— England; it you prefer their cauſe and 
being before ours, ſpeake it out more plainly: if you wiſh better 
tous, and thinke better of us, be wary of ſuch Accommodation, 
as may render us upon unequall tearmes into their hands, You 
will ay we have received other Petitions with more favour, when 
they have more concurred withus intheir Votes, we confeſſeand 
juſtifieit : for when the people have encouraged us by Petitions, 
anſwering to our Votes, and have invited us to be more hardy in 

ſearching their wounds, fearing our too much tenderneſſe in thei 
ewne cale, we could not but reſent a better diſpofition and capa- 


city of cure, then now we take notice of in ſuch contrary Pe- 


titions, as ſeeme to expreſſe a diſtruſt of us, though indeed 


' your profeſſions be cleane contrary. Yet to deale plainly with 


, and all other Petitioners : we love not to be ſollicited at 


all by the people in any cale'whatſoever , except when we doe 
/ manifeſtly faile of our Duty, either out of too much feare, or 
too much preſumption. Howlſoever for the preſent goe peace- 
ably home, and if you thinke us worthy of that truſt which 
; you have hitherto repoſed in us, leave to us to conſider of this 


your Petition with all its circumſtances, and aſſure your ſelves, 


we will condeſeend to the mere hazard, and depart ſomething 


the more from our owne due in our demands from His Majeſty, 
for your ſakes, And if you prefer your owne Indgements before 
ours, proceed to advertiſe us lovingly and fairely, wherein we 


may doe you more good, or how we may draw nearer to a pru- 


dent 


(6) 
dent Accommodation, and impart more particularly your 5pen 
ſence thereof, Howſoever we defire you to addreſſe your felves 
to His Majeſty, in the ſame manner as you have done tous, unlefle 
you condemneus as more indiſpoſed to peace then His Majeſty is; 
and let your requeſt be, that in this valuation of His Party, and 
His; Parliament , He would be equally -pleafed to condeſcend, 
and depart from His former rigor of Tearmes, as you expect from 
us, or elſe we muſt pronounce y ou in this unequall. And for the 
ſumme of all, let your deſired Accommodation be ſuch, as ſhall 
maintaine us to be the Kings legall Parliament, and à legall Par- 
liament to be the Kings higheſt Court of Iudicature, and the 
higheſt Iudicature of the & ing fitteſt to determine all publike dif- 
putes, and beit diſpoſed to mercy , as well as juſtice; and policy; 
as well as Law: and without more adoe your wiſhed Accommoda- 
tion is perfected, and agreed upon. | | | 
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denen 
The ReyPLyY of the London Petitioners 


to the late Anſwer to their 
PETITION. | 


K 2 E E perceive, thoſe Arts which firſt cauſed, are 
o the fittelt means to continue this common calami- 


W ＋ ty. It the People (of honeſt affections generally, 

K = weak reaſon, — abuſed, and made to 

mA vance private with a publique conſci- 
S ence, ) yet at laſt faithfully inſtructed by the tenſe 
ol miſeries, begin to grow wiſer, the great contrivers of theſe fad 
diviſions, evidently diſcerne, the Kingdom is in danger to be re- 
ſtored to happineſſe, unleſſe their long exerciſed malice, can ſill 
prevaile under ſpecious pretences, to keep up that unfortunate 
miſunderſtanding between King and Subject. | 
No ſooner had we, being the moſt conſiderable perſons in the 
Citty (after too long patience, and a moſt juſt apprehenſion of 
preſſures howrely growing upon us, ſo that oflate, every new 
Vote hath been looked upon as. a new affliction,) taken ſuch cou- 
rage to our ſelves, as humbly to expreſſe our unwillingneſſe to be 
longer active in our own unhappineſſe, and to fue unto you for 
remedy, being deſirous to receive thoſe | _ bleſſings of Peace 
and Plenty, and true Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, from no other 
hand: but preſently under-agents are imployed to continue ( if it 
be poſlible) the diſtractions of this Kingdom, and ſtifle our honeſt 
intentions in the womb. Alderman Penington (erzes upon our Pe- 
tition, and commits one to Priſon, ( becauſe it ſeems — bet - 
ter affected to the quiet of his Country, then was convenient for 
his ends, ) notwithſtanding not any thing in the matter of it, was 
againſt any known law, and the manner of it had been fo often 
countenanced by both. your _ Out of theſe confiderations, 
we 


8 


(8) 


we the Citizens animated by innocency , and a neceſſary care to 

vent our otherwiſe unavoidable deſtruction, with ſober cou · 
rage, and honeſt ſtouineſſe recover our Petition. 

Next the Lecturers undetiake the work, and turne all the ſpiri- 
mall militia into weapons of the fleſh, exhorting us to fight againſt 
the King in the feare of God, and under the mask cf Religion 
preaching down peace and holineſle, Vet theſevirulent decla- 
mations prevails not withus, whe were more conſcionably inſtru- 
&ed, then to believe, we cannot expreſſe our love to God, unleſſe 
we maintain enmity with men; and who by ſad experience have 
found the bitter fruits of their ſo much cryed-up reformation; 
wherein the ſonnes ol peace ate become the loudeſt Trumpets of 
Warre. | | 

I his policy being now worn out, and the journgy-men-Rebells 
ata os yrs the maiſters to take the ruine of the Com- 
into their o.]) n managery. An anſwer is caſt out, 


which teems tu earry 


really the ſubtileꝝ ai ehote, who have hitherto craftily abuſed the 
Peoples aflectiana into thofe miſerable —— Their words 
are ſoiter then oyle, but poy ſon of Alpes is under their lips; for the 


defigne of ie is by a ſeeming meek complyance with us, who from 
our ſoules deſire and ſue for peace, to fend us away, contented to 
gage our ſelycs ina moit unnaturall Warre. It. is full of Sophi- 
ſtey, and ſuch ,. a2 is deſuribod in Cariliue, (the fire» 
land of his Country) which wan ſirſt to diſturbe a ſtate, unable to 
oompoſeand ſettle it. 

We aud our requeſt is {aid tobe Welcome, Certainly both ought 
ta be ſo really, anddeferye to be entertained with the greateſt 
thanks and alacrity by all honaſt men, as aiming at che publique in- 
tereſt, and common ofthe Kingdome. What ever no- 
mers faine ofthe Celeſtiall bodies, tis to be feared, many inferior 
Orbes in a State have particular contrary motions to that of the 
whole. If a kind reseption were truly meant, what can be the 
cauſe, we ſhould meet with ſuch oppoſition, tach difficulties in 
the accefſe? Itrequires no deep underſtanding to lookthrough the 
matter : it ooſts nothing to give good worde, and you manage this 
affaire very prudently, if inſtead of a grant, you can ſatisfy vs with 
a complement. But your Petitioners are wiſer, then todefilt up. 
on 


in it theautharity of the Houſe, but preſents 


, .. 


(9) 
on empty Conrtſhip, when our ſuit is of ſo high conoernaent, as 
the Kingdoms preſervrtion. ; 

It ij ci nn, to come au patients to their Phyſttion, ] 
Wi hat doe they deſerve then, who hinder us from ſeeking aremes 
dy for our diſtempers ? He who forces ſickneſſe upon us, may 
thereby haſten his own death. Ve muff not aus of impatience ſeth. 
vhings wnpoſſible, or naja.] Our requeſt is neither vaine, nor 
wicked; it defies both what can, and what ought to be done. It ij 
very eaſily effetedoifyon withdraw the tuell, a ſire is ſoon extin · 

iſhed; fo if you, I doe not fay, correct, but even not foment ill 

mors, the Wound will heale of it ſelfe. The Subject is in ſo rea- 
— of recovery, doe but apply the Great Charter, and the Pe. 
tition of Right, and ke is reſtored to: Health and Ser ; that is, 
take not our eſtates from us by force, and without our Conſent, and 
weaske not Peace, ingage the Kingdom in Warre it you can, 
We expect not Phyſick from you, only preſcribe us a goed dyet, 
— dat — — ͤ— * —— not 
want letting blood. It Peace be to be compaſſed eſe means, 
the deſire of it cannot be unjult. 

Your Prayers for Peace are Honourable, ſo was Tacob's wife for 
Children, yet when ſhe cried, give me ¶ bildren, or I dye, ſhe was to 
blame, for ſhe ſonght that of Iacob, which Iacob hed vor power to 
ive. ] There is great difference between Rarbe#s impatience,and 
our humble requeſt, addreſt to you as the fitteſt means under God 
to convay unto us the fruits ( not of the womb, but) of good Go- 
vernment, Peace and Plenty. That we live, it is the of 
God, that we are deſtroyed, may be the fault of men. We deſire 
no more, then what good! Patriots may, and onght to performs, 
that you would be pleaſed, not to neglect thoſe means, which moſt 
probably will c to the Kingdoms preſervation, 

And ſhe ſought the ſame with ſuch violence, as Iacob onght not to 
bave — — was not any thing in our addreſſes, which 
could make this obſervation pertinent. But the doctrine is ſo rea- 
ſonable, we could wiſh, you had declared it ſooner, as being for- 
ced to take notice , the contrary pofition was once taught, and 
made the rule of former action; T hat ſome — be done to 
ſatisfy the People, We cannot be ignorant of the many tumults, 


wreſtle 


diſmiſſed wi 33 (as Iæeb with God did even 
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wreſtle with you for bleſſings. This cleare opening your ſelyes a. 
inſt violent Petitioners, will ſatisfy the world in the innocency 
of thoſe Members; whoabſented themſelves from the Heuſe out 
of this conſidetation. N fc 
Peace depends not ſo much on us, as the King, and it ij not in is to 
draw the King to a peace:] We humbly deſire you not to be want- 
ing in your duty; and we have had frequent teſtimonies of His Ma- 
jelies peaoeabſe inclinations. His withdrawing His forces from 
our Citty, after great advantages, clearely demonſtrates, He came 
upto London wich an army, not ſo much to fight, as to appeare in 
fueh a condition, as you might without loſſe of Honour conſent to 
a peace. We muſt remember with what cheerfulneſſe He entertai- 
ned the Meſſengers of peace at Colebrook, howgratious a Reply 
He returned to the Meffage, without any mention of former un- 
kindneſſes, and ſuch indignities, as private men could hardly have 
digeſted. After this , though provoked with new injuries, and 
moſt unreaſonable imputations of breach of Faith, and delight in 
bloud;asif He were only ſenſible of our miſery, He ſeeks to conti- 
nue the Treaty by a meſiage from Reading, ending with the ſame 
gratious cloſe as that from Colebrook,, This as yet hath not been 
thought worthy any anſwer. | 
We will conceive alſo that youſeek, not Peace nakgdly, except it 
come along with trath, righteouſneſſe and Honour. With truth;] we 
readily embrace this limitation, as being perſwaded the breach of 
peace in the Church, by Sectaries unpuniſhed , we wiſh, we 
could not fay coumtenanced and ed, hath begot and nou« 
riſht Warre in the State. Therefore to deale plainly, if you mean 
by truth the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed by Law, (to which 
you know His Majeſty conformesin conſtant practice even beyond 
the ſtrictneſſe of molt Subjects, ) let the Penalties by AR of Parlia- 
ment appointed be iadiſpenſably exacted from all offendors: If you 
mean ſome of your own private opinions, ſpeak them out clearely, 
and ; doubt not but the Kingdom will entertaine peace, without 
that which you call truth. Vith righteonſaeſſe, with Honour. I It 
is very obvious, how Peace and Righteouſneſle may kiſse each o 


ther, but how without forfciture of this, any can take up Armes a- 
gainſt their Soveraigne, (to whom they have ſworn allegiance) 
dec comprehend. 1 no diminuion of your le.! 
Provide 
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provide for the Kings, (as you are obliged by oath) and to yeeld 
im all thoſe rights, with which the Law hath inveſtedHim.Theſe 
are no hard conditions: 1f you like them, you will have noreaſon 


to prolong our miſeries by civill difsentions;if they diſpleaſe,con- 


feſſe it roundly, and we are confident , we ſhall have no long 
Warre. 

If we ſhould wholly ſubmit to the Kings party, without all condi. 
tions of future ſecurity, ] Youare required to ſubmit to the King, 
not to any of your; fellow Subjects. There cannot be greater ſecu- 
rity, then the Lawes of the Land, (and ſuch only your Anceſtors 
claimed) the benefit of which you ſhall enjoy, and by which only 
you are ts be tryed, It you challenge fecurity of any higher nature, 
and think not your ſelves ſafe, till you have all the power in ycur 
ſelves, we make no doubt all well. affected People will cleerel 
diſcerne, this is nothing elſe, but under the name of free Subjects, 
to take upon you the Power of Kings. We humbly deſire you to 
informe us olainly, what proviſions you will have made for your 
fafety, and to open your {elves in this point, whether there can be 
any poſſible ſecurity ia Monarchy, Vnder this forme much myſt 
of neceſlity be committed to the truſt of ene, If therefore you 
will not entertain peace, as being unſafe to you, becauſe there is a 
poſſibility this one may faile in performance of truſt , you clearly 
tell us, this Kingdome ſhall not be quiet, till yon have ed this 
ancient, and well founded Monarchy into a popular State, and till 
the ſupream diſpoſallof all is placed in you. By this the people 
will underſtand at laſt what it is they fight for. 

We are intruſted in this by the whole K . This muſt be 
meant ofthe Houſe of Commons, and by the ſame Logicke that the 
King is denyed His Rights, the Lords may looſe theirs, and this 
might breed an under · civill Warre betweene Your two Houſes. 
The truſt committed to you by the people, ho are the third eſtate, 
cannot give any power, to entrench upon the other two, or either 
of them. The performance of this truſt is to be regulated according 
to the Lawes, ſo that if You doe any thing againſt Law, you are ac» 
comptable for ſuch ations, and the people is no way coneerned in 
it, as having no legall authority in ſuch a caſe, It is not poſſible, the 
People ſhould give unto you, what they had not in themſelves, 
a Priviledge tobreake the Lawes. 

; B 3 Tow 
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Tau ure but 4 par? of London, aud London but A part of the Kin- 
dome. ] It is very true; ſo the Portcts were but a part, the — 
werte patent the beggere were but a part, all which had the 

ineſſe do thinkeas you did, and ſo deſerved thankes for it, We 
challenge no greater Priviledge then was allowed to them, to pre- 
ſent our deſires; to approve or difallow belongs — — 20. 
cording as che greateſt reaſonſhall direct. Yet we ſhall 
take the boldneſſe to ſay, though you chance to affect warre, you 
muſt give us leave, to love and pray tor = and not to engage 
aur Eſtates or Pet ſons, ( ſor fuch righti s caſe the Law gives us) 
if we conceive it an unreaſonable warre; for we ſhall be unwilling 
to contribute a part, only that we may bring the whole in danger. 
And it may be neceſſary to tell you, we are much the beſt part of 
London, and London much the moſt conſiderable pg 
dome, and we have great reaſon to preſume, that the moſt to 
valucd in other parts alſo, will ſecomd our deſire, though you per- 
haps may have di apprehenſidns of their aſſections. For in- 
deed the cauſes of liking and diſlilang warre, are not the fame in 
yau, and the reſt of the Kingdome. Youſit in the midſtof us en- 
fed with fafety, whereas others are expoſed to the hazard. 
Their Hay, their Corne, their Houſchold-ſtuffe, their flocks of 
Sheep, and heards of Cattell, and Horſes are ſubject to the plun» 
der, which makes them dilrelliſh thoſe diſtractions. It is no mar- 
veile, if the active men a you find in warre a more pleaſing 
taſt, ſince they have put themſelves into good preferment by ſeve- 
rall commands, and the Kingdomes miſery, is become the ir patri- 
mony. So while their trade flouriſhes , they have no deep ſenſe of 
the univerſall decay of ours in ſeverall callings. We doe not much 
wonder, it men that ſtand upon the ſhore, delight in tempeſts, as 
often as the wrack is tobe ſhared amongſt chem. 

But it may be that you ſes more then the whole & gs, This 
— pretty kind of —— to endeavour to - — reaſon, 

reſſingon our m y. We compare not with others, — 
—— tell yon, in ſame things we that are ſtanders by ( might 
ſee moreclearly, then you, who are playing your game:) 
whether in this cauſe our underſtagding be weaker or not, it con- 
cernes not us to determine : ſince this we know , we are bound to 
practiſe, according as that informea us in aur duty, and that — 
1 ( how- 
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(however ſome undervalue the ſpilling of Chriſtian blood) will 
call us to a ſevere accompt; and molt miſerable is he, who ſhall be 
found guiity of ſhedding the blood of his brethren unjullly. 

Tow ſhall [cane , bow deare and precious the face , the very 
name or ſound of Peace u to .] Many dayes are not paſſed over 
ſince the name would not be entertained with patience. You know 
who 1. Ilie 3 ; and that other —— I hate the 
vame of Accommodation. Certainly it was leſſe cunningly car 
But it ſcemes, it was belceved the people ——— 
and that they would never be weary of miſery ; or atleaſt, that 
they were ſo much in power, that he which ſhould dare to 
mention Peace, ſhould ſuffer the injuries of warre. This part would 

have beene better acted then: It would have given much more ſa- 
tis faction, if you had embraced the name of Peace with all cheerful. 
neſſe, and broken of the thing by perplexed diſputes , and ſendi 
unreaſonable propoſitions. Now it will be a worke of greater dif- 
ficulty, to over-rule our underſtandings, fince we have evident 

_ to ſuſpect your affectiona. We heartily wiſh, we may prove 
alſe Prophets, but we cannot command our feares (which worke 
naturally, and make judgement of the future by what is paſt,) from 

preſaging, you will keep up the warre ſtill, but in a more plauſible 

way; and under a ſeeming deſire of Peace (having perceived the 
diſadvantage of your open error, ) uſe unfit meanes to effect it, by 

— — conditions, ſo hoping to avoyd the envy, 

and yet preſerve to your {elves the benefits of theſe diviſions. 

The ſenſe of the following diſcourſe is this, No Accommodation 
can be, becanſe ſomething muſt be left is the King upon truſt, and 
ſomething to jou It will be very eaſie to aſſigne the bounds of 
theſe ſeverall It is done to our hand; for His Majeſty requires 
no new truſt to himſelfe, nor will He deny an old truſt to you; the 
Lawes and Cuſtomes ot this Land determine both. But He maſt nat 
be truſted, becauſe he is not utterly disingaged from all parties. Here 
is a plaine Declaration, what the iſſue is likely to be. As long as 
the King hath any power left, ſo long you will ſuſpect his Paich, 
and the people muſi be miſerable , ſo long as you pleaſe to be faare- 
full. Certainly, the meaneſt unde rſtanding can quickly apprehend 
thistobe a moſt ſeditious principle, all rrue lovers of their 
Country, will looke upon it as the ſeed · plot of Rebelſion to all _ 

| | — . 


(14) 6 
For all men cannot be prefer'd , and pq will —— wan⸗ 
ing of a King's engagement to a party, as often as ambitious per- 
— — * they have equal] deferts,find they have not equall 
preferment. Such men commonly, when they cannot atraine ro 
reatoffices, inthe diſcharge whereof, they promiſe tothe pou 
— extraordinary good, they out of indignation, manifelt their 
abilities in hurting — State. Vou object to the King, He hath 4 
party, Alas this is His unhappineſſe, and your fault. He deſires and 
to have the whole. But it you will obſtinately perſiſt in this 
lay-Schiſme, and admit of no condition of Reconciliation, except 
will remove thoſe ſervants, which in His afflictions He hath 
found honeſt and faithtull to Him, and preferre you in their places, 
He hath ſmall encouragement to beſtow ſach tavours, (not yet de- 
ſerved by = ) and cannot fatisfie His conſcience in ſuch an ill re- 
quitall of their tryed Loyaltie. 
The next is a ſlale calumny againſt Papiſts and Delinquents. 
. reaſon be not leſſe concluding, becauſe old and often ro- 
peated, yet ſlanders looſe their credit by time, becauſe moſt men 
can oonfute them by experience. His Majeſty hath fully ſatisfied 
the world in this point; and the moſt conſidering part even ot the 
people, having long time in vaine expected proofes, are now 
growyne more ſtayd in their beleef, then to be led away by a bare 
confidence, and boldneſſe of defaming. 
nee and the Kings party are ſo diametrically oppoſite in Religion 
and State, that He cannot protett both. ] The fame juſtice may go- 
verne both, if you will returne from whence you are ſwerved, and 
ſubmit to the common rule of Law, which ought to be the meaſure 
of our actions. We moſt earneſtly beſeech you, (that we may not 
periſh, while we are detained in generalls,) you would be pleaſed 
to tell us, what Religion you would have. If the pablike forme of 
worſhip, eſtabliſhed already, and ſcaled with the bloud of many 
Martyrs, herein can be no ground of difference; they profeſſe and 
practiſe it, and will become ſuitors to you, that you will ſeverely 


puniſh all perſons whatſoever that tranſgreſſe againſt itz If you; 


meane ſome other Religion, ( as you doe, it there be any reall diſa · 
— amongſt us) let us know what it is, perhaps the King- 

ome will renounce their old faith, and like your Creed better. 
However, let not the people be blindly ingaged to fight againſt 


their 


, (15) 
their King in defence oftheir owne, and His Religion, and to main” 
taine that, which He and they approve off, and only you difſen® 


from. 

If they are Hu friends, we are His enemies; if we are His friends, 
they are quetionleſſe His enemies.) It becomes not us to decide, 
whoare His friends, who His enemies, nor to publiſh our thoughts, 
which may perhaps be guided by that common notion, ic fight for, 
or againſt ; to endeavour to preſerve, or deſtroy. Friendſhip and 
enmity here are not to be talen for affeftions, but for a civill vertue 
or vice, and to be underſtood in a law notion. They only are tobe 
eſteemed His friends, who are obedient to Lawes; & tranfgreflors, 
His enemies. So that a King is enemy to none, as not puniſhing out 
of hatred, but juſtice. That ſome men bave found more favour then 
athers, (we may gueſſe at the cauſe of your diſcontents, by this 
frequent complaint) can be no juſt ground to diſturbe a State. The 
Kingdome will never be free from Rebellion, if Subjects may be 
allowed to give law to the Princes ceurteſies. 

Either 5 woſt judge uu, or we them, no middle way can be ſafe. ] 
The tryall of this Land is well known, which is per judicium parinm, 
by verdi of Pears, it being away of proc eedi equal ly indiſſe- 
rent to allʒ where none have cauſe to feare wreſted explications, or 
obſcure conſequences, verdicts being brought in, in capitall cauſes, 
according to evident and knowne law. We make no queſtion all 
unintereſted perſons will quickly be ſatisfied in the preſent diſſe- 
rence, in caſe of Treafon,which can be the only ſab;cof this de- 
bate, (and yet this ſeemes to be the maine ground of diſtance.) For 
certainly our Lawes have provided for the tryall of it, and the Houſe 
of Commons never heretofore challenging a power of judicature, 
and the Lords not uſing to cenſure any in this nature under the de» 
= of Baron, therefore it undeniably appeares, they are to be re- 

ed to the ordinary tryall of the Kings Bench. 

They will not lay downe Armes before as, nor ought wee before 
1 7 Cleare ſatis faction hath beene offered you by His Majeſty 


in this point, that the Armes ſhould be returned to thoſe hands, in 


which they are by law intruſted. The King is inveſted with the 
ſole power of trayning, arraying, and muſtering, it being moſt con- 
fonant to reaſon, as well as grounded on law, that he which is bound 
ta Protect, ſhould be enabled to — end. * 

165 


Atript them and kill'd many in coole bloud , infomuch that ſome of 


, Il 
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Little ſafety will be to us, for our Religion and our profeſſion wil: : 
bind us truly to per forme, but theirs will bind them to betray u.] Of 
all men living we ſhould leaſt have expected » you ſhould make ad- 
vantage of this argument; the breach of Faith in your Souldiers be- j \ 
ing molt infamouſly notorious. Witneſſe Farneham Caſtle where. u 

T 
a 
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after hands ſhaken with two of your Captaines, and time given up- 
on the reputation of Gentlemen and Souldiers , to draw up Propo- 
ſitions of ſurrender, the Commanders being retired , and the Soul. 
diers forbid to ſhoot, you brooke in upon them againſt the Iawes of 
Truce., tooke them all Priſoners and plundred them, nor affording te 
any benefit of the former agreement. witneſſe Wincheſter, where ca 
after compoſition ſet downe in writing, you againlt it, .rob'd them, K 


your Commanders, more ſenſible of honour, openly exclaimed} w, 
againſt your barbarous cruelty , ſcarce to be paralell'd amongſt the] re 
ſtoryes ot Germany. witneſſe Torke/aire, where, after the Gentry} lil 
had very prudently ſetled a peace and ſecurity in that County, by dc 
mutuall covenant not to injure each other, the Lord Fairefax is bit - w 
terly reproved for breaking your Priviledges, by preſuming to agree to 
to the happineſſe of His Country, when the Houſe , or rather the} nic 
Committee had reſolved to ingage the whole Kingdome in miſery} tal 
and he is accordingly commanded not to regard his promiſe. Tho] cor 
truth is, ( and you have declared it ta the world in print) that you pul 
might perſwade him not to be honeſt , you tell him plainly he was wi 
not wiſe, and therefore injoyne him not to ſtand to that Covenaniſ gat 
which was made with ſo much diſadvantage : witnefſe M7 ar} 
Hall, and Dr Downing , The King in extraordinary mercy pardonedf cep 
and diſmiſſed 350 priſoners (though guilty of high Treaſon, andi mu 
taken in actuall hoſtility againſt him,) onely taking ſecurity ( atſ bee 
leaſt as he then thought it was, having not yet learnt , that the Re- I + 
ligion of that party, is not capable ot laying any obligation againſt dert 
Intereſt) for their future innocency by oath, they ſwearing, never fect 
afterto beare Armes againſt His Majeſty. Theſe being returned are you 
ſatisfied intonſcience, they ſwore unlaw fully, as binding themſelveiſ hear 
not to adyance the good cauſe, and for this conſideration, as alſo ii mer 
being talen in their owne defence, their lives being endangeredſ bee 
yu refuſall, ( ſo that being now fafe they were againe — þ 
They are formally abſgly'd from their Oathby theſerwo City.PopesFhayc 
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and preached into new and perjurd Rebel ls. Good God | that theſe 
men in ſo ſhort time, ſhould be guilty of ſo many publique violati- 
ons of Faith, (one ot which, even amongſt the ancient Heathen, 
would have ſtained an age, ) and yet that all the people are not yet 
undeceived ! It cannot be, but all ſuch as have any ſenſe of true pie- 
ty, will upon full information detelt theſe foule proceedings, and 
z- | abhorre that Religion, which is made but an Art to diſpenſe with 
| honeſty, | 
Fx Certainly you cannot believe, that your Religion binds you truly 
g toperforme: men of ſuch perſwaſions could not fo groſſely equivo- 
re | cate themſelves into difloyalty, and raiſe an Army to deſtroy their 
n, King in His own defence. 
of If you preferre their cauſe and being before ours, Sfeake it out 
> | more p/ain/y, ] We molt humbly thank you, and ſhall (it neceſſity 
he] require it) make uſe of this freedom. The rule by which our 
ry} liking will be guided, is this, we ſhall acquit that party, which 
by] doth not intrench upon Our Liberty, by impriſoning any of us 
it · without cauſe, and maintaining the Legality of it, and jprotefſing 
ee} to meaſure it according to pleaſure, fo that, it they think it conve- 
he nient to doe fo, it ſnall be a crime to queſtion it; Our property, by 
ry, taking our Eltates from us without our conſents; our Religion, by 
hol committing our moſt painfull and conſcientious Profeſſors, and 
ou publique thwart ing our long beleeved Preachers by new Series, 
vas with great care and cunning planted in our ſeverall Congre- 
ani gations. 
ar- Fe love not to be ſollicitad by the People in what caſe ſoever, er- 
ned} cept when we doe manifeſtly faile in our duty. ] Your minds are 
and much changed of late; you did love it dearely, And ſuch care hath 
( at} been taken, to entertain you with this your delight, that, leaſt good 
Red affections ſhould not be able to ſhew themſelves for want of un- 
inſiſ derſtanding, (as commonly your well meaning friends were de- 
ver fective in that part) your ſenſe hach been put into their papers, and 
areſ you have lent them a head, that they might expreſſe their good 
carts. It cannocbe fo ſudainly forgotten, that when reaſon for- 
ig merly hath gainſaid propoſalls, the affections of the people have 
red been jndged the fitteſt meaſure of votes. 
ee) Here is yet a poſſibility of failing by this confeſſion, and ſo you 
peiſ have overthrown the * moſt popular argument of your 
anc 2 inno- 


(186) 
innocence, the authotity ofthe doer. If we, or any part of the King- 
dome ſhall — faile ofduty to your —— 
by this granted us full liberty to ſollicite you when we think fre- 


. defere you to addreſſe your ſelves to H Majeſty, in the ſame 
manner 4s you have done to ua, unleſſe you condemne , as more in- 
difpoſed to peace then his Majeſty is, ] We have had frequent evi- 
dences of His MAajeſties peaceable inclinations, in His many Meſ- 
ſages continually by you rejected, and we have obſerved how 
long and how much be hath ſuffered formerly, that He might have 
prevented (it maliceconld have been wearied) this unnaturall 
Warre, We thoughta Petition to Him for Peace not fo ſeaſona- 
ble, becauſe He outof His deteſtation of the effuſion of His Sub. 
jects blood, had Himſelſe (in His Meflage from Nottingham) even 
ſued to you for it. We extremely wonder, We ſhould now be 
put upon this courſe, for which formerly you have puniſhed o- 
thers, It was then a crime to think of matting any addreſſes to His 
Majeſty, and the authors have ſuffered for it, before it was known | 
what they meant to have defired. 

Concerning the matter of the Petition you would frame for us, 
( chat art hath formerly done good ſervice, and muſt not now be 
forgotten) that He would depart from hu former ri gor of teymes, we 
mult freely acknowledge, we have not yet met withany harſh 
-propoſalls from His Atceſty, and we believe, ifany tuch were, 
they would have been named, you not uſing to diſſemble any ad- 
vantages, nor to be over nice in reſpect to His Regall dignity, 
Whatever conditions have oome to our hands, ſeem as reaſonable 
in ſenſe, as mild in| e. Notwithſtanding he hath been fre- 
quently tempred wk harſher expreſhons, by that freedom you 
have taken of accuſing him, in ſuch words, as we ſhould count it 
incivility rouſe towards our equalls. Too oft they were fo below 
the reſpeR due © a King, that they were unfit tobe given to a 
Gentleman. a 

In briefe, chat you may not flatter your ſelves with an opinion, 
we ſhall eaſily be put oft with generalities, which ſignify nothing, 
- Weſhalltake ſomepaines in this buſineſſe, which ſo highly con- 
cernes us, and withourutmoſt care, and all due reſpets, deſcend 


to particular Propoſitions, 1uch as we according to our apprehen- 
lions (hall conceaye reaſonable. = * * And 
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And that we may (as much as in us lies) remove all thoſe rubbs 
ont of the way to an happy accommodation], which ſome with 
deſigne and ſtudy purpoſely caſt in; we ſhall for the preſent make 
one Propoſition, which carries in it much equality, and (if we 
miſtake not) will take off all exceptions, which ſeem to ſtand be- 
twixt usand _— in this agreement: That is, that as His 
Majeſty doth readily conſent to all the rights, which to 
both Houſes; ſo you would with as much forwardneſſe, grant w 
ever rights belong unto him: and that time may not be waſted in 
doubtfull diſputes, while the Kingdome liss at ſtake, that you 
would make the Reigne of Queen ELI IZA BTR ( acknowledged 
by all to be happy and glorious ) the meaſure by which to deter- 
mine them. This we conceive a more equall way, then for two of 
the Eſtates ( eſpecially when the major part by fear of tumults and 
Armies js abſent) to judge by no rule but their own votes of the 
Rights of the third: to whom if it may be allowed to be ſole arbi- 
trary Iudges bothof Tuſtice and Policy, both of what is due to you, 
and fit for you, both from King and Subjecta, the accommodation 
that is left can only be this; that, ſo you may haye all that your 
ſelves deſire, you are contented to endure peace, and iuch au one 
indeed you had hard hearts, if you would not accept. 

If this appear more reaſonable, we ſhallnotnced to trouble our 
felves with thoſe involved conditions by you preſcribed , the 
meaning whereof we doubt in ſome, the truth in others. 

T hat you are the Kings Legall Parliament. That the two Hou- 
ſes are diſtin parts of the Parliament, we acknowledge, and the 
King never denied ĩt. That you have not the power ot the whole 
in right (though it hath been executed upon us in fact) you your 
ſelves muſt confeſſe, unleſſe you will ſay, that you can make an Act 
of Parliament without the King. W herein we deſire you to declare 
your ſenſe plainly. If you ſhall not pretend to this, we requeſt 
che dubject may not fuffer under illegall names, that is, that an Or- 
dinance ofcither or both houſes, may not have the vertue or powe 
er, ſince you will not jaltify the name of Law in it. 

That you are the Kings higheſt court of udicature. ] We con- 
ceive, the Houſe of Commons, and much more the Committee, 
hath power of accuſing only, not ot judging ; This belongs to the 
Houſe of Lords (anappeale _ x rom an inferior 9 
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and writs of errot being legally exhibited) who are preſumed to 
paſſe ſentence according to the known Law, and not according to 
reaſon of State, Beeauſe this would place an arbitrary power in 
chem, and enable them to overthrow (the birth. right and inheri- 
tance of every Engliſh- man) our Lawes by Policy. Sinee there 
cannot be ĩmagined a more abſolute power, and governmentac- 
cording to bare will, then to determine the ſame action right or 
wrong, as they ſhall pleaſe to call ir neceſſary or convenient. 

. That you are fitteſt to determine all publique diſputes.] It it be 
underſtood in relation to Lawes, the only allowed rules of deciſion, 
it is granted without any inconvenienccs. It you will maintain it 
inthe largeſt ſenſe, which the words may ſeem to beare, we are 
confident, the people will abhorre the Doctrine; for by this rule 
you mult maint-ine, it is in your power to depoſe not a King only, 
— t ſelfe, it this chance to beihe ſubject of your di. 

putes. | ; 

That you are beſt diſpoſed to mercy, as well as juſtice.] We de- 
fire you to expreſſe theie words in plain Engliſh, and to tell us 
clearely, whether you doe challenge to your ſelves a right of par- 
doning whom you pleale (which yet hath been acknowledged 
this vcry Parliament a prerogative only belonging to the King.) 
But it this be the meaning, we ſhall leſſe wonder, that perſons 
highly corrupt, and moſt known oftendors. in publique offices, have 
been protected from your Iuſtice, by the Prerogative of your mer. 
cy, and that Policy ſhould ſo farre over-rule Law, that it ſhould be 
delivered, for ſound State Doctrine, that former faults ought not 
to be books upon, if the party accuſed hath done good ſervice for the 
preſent, 

If this free opening our apprehenſions find a gratious accep- 
rance, and (as is byus infinitely deſired) proſperous ſucceſſe, we 
ſhall render you our moſt bumble and hearty thankes; if our fur- 
ther endeavours ſhall be neceſſary, we will not be wanting to our 
awnand the Kingdoms preſervation. : 


